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‘ ‘ Residential blocks of the 1950-60s are the next generation to be 
extensively demolished. Preservation of these common blocks 
are not for collective memory, but as a heritage for the future as 
it highlights the urbanscape of a specific period. 
To maintain a complete picture, the blocks should be retained 







The Selected Type 
Old District's Future 











Common Blocks as Future Heritage 
The protection of heritage in Hong Kong was started after the extensive urban development, as a reasult, 
monuments exist as fragments in the context. To remain a complete heritage picture, monuments should 
be retained collectively as a PLANE to show the Integrity. 
As the city fabric are being altered by the insertion of skyscrapers, it is unavoidable to have the old 
districts fade out. Preservation works is then requried before these common districts deteriorate and 
extensively demolished as they potentially become heritage in a cityscape scale. 
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Co-exist in High Density 
The rapid growth of Hong Kong results buildings of different period accumulated 
in dense space and become fragments in the context. With 79.6% of green 
area and mountain, the rest of the land is unavoidably composed of architecture 
of different periods squeezing together. 
For the existing buildings in Hong Kong, the designs are generally influence by 
following: 
- B r i t i s h or Victorian Style in early days of Hong Kong colony peiiod 
-Eng ineer before Hong Kong have local trained architect 
-Developer who carry out large investment in the real estate market 
-Architects of local and aboard 
Co-exist of building constructed in 
different era 
The design of buildings is also affected by the statutory control building technology and material, etc. of that 
specific time. Consequently, the appearance of buildings is tend to be similar with those of the same period and 
have their own identity regarding to their function and time of construction. 
.“ % 
What is Heritage? 
Heritage is usually regarded as those "survives from the past; is often unique and irreplaceable" - Cultural Heritage, 
WikipedicP. That's why there is responsibility of preservation of them on the current generation. 
Definition of "Culture Heritage" is given by the UNESCO World Heritage Convention for Monuments, groups of 
buildings and sites: 
"[...]are of outstanding universal value from the point of view of history, art or science"^ 
Why do we need to keep the heritage? 
"Historic buildings are symbols of our cultural identity and continuity which can always give us a sense of 
wonder. They also carry various kinds of academic and aesthetic value. 
[...�The study of historic buildings can reveal the artistic and human messages embraced in them." - HK 
Gov Antiquities & Monuments Off^  
Despite the argument of balancing the benefit from new development and retaining our pass culture, the value 
of heritage is regarded as positive on historical； educational and economic issue. 
1 Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/CulturaLheritage 
2 UNESCO - The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, http://whc.unesco.org/en/about/ 
3 Antiquities & Monuments Office, HKSAR, httpV/www.amo.gov.hk � 
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What is the heritage protection strategy in Hong Kong? 
The Antiquities and Monuments Ordinance was enforced in 1976 to perform the protection of Hong Kong's 
monuments. Such works are carried out by the Antiquities and Monuments Office and the Antiquities Advisory 
Board. 
Declared Monuments in Hong Kong 
Hong Kong has many historical monuments which need proper preservation. The Antiquities Authority, possibly with 
the consultation of the Antiquities Advisory Board, declares a place to be protected. The purpose is to prevent any 
alterations, or to impose conditions upon any proposed alterations, in order to protect the monument. Up to 
March, 2006, there are a total of 80 declared monuments. There are various types of construction but mainly there 
are: 
-Western-style construction at colonial time including the government buildings, religion construction and the 
school; 
-Traditional Chinese type construction such as temple, ancestral halls, study room, residential house, walled village 
construction and etc. 
Built Heritage • 
Besides the declared monument, there are totally 556 built heritages are announced. They are categorised into 
three gradings according to the official Grading of the Antiquities and Monuments Office: 
Grade I Buildings of outstanding merit of which every effort should be made to preserve if possible. 
Grade II Buildings of special merit; efforts should be made to selectively preserve. 
Grade III Buildings of some merit but not yet qualified for consideration as possible monuments. These are 
to be recorded and used as a pool for future selection. 
* The definitions of gradings are internal guidelines adopted by the Antiquities Advisory Board and the 
Antiquities and Monuments Office for the preservation of historic buildings. 
There are relic and place declared to be monuments almost every year after the establishment of the law. But the 
public is not always understand the criteria of the selection by the Antiquities Authority as those guide lines are for 
internal r6f6r6nc6 only. 
The Office was enforce in the year of 1976, the time after the society become stable, economic on the steady 
growth. Compare with the Office, the non-government environmental organisation Conservancy Association was 
established in 1968 to protection of the environment and the conservation of natural and cultural heritage. 
Monument in Hong Kong 
Developed Land 
With 79.6% of green area and 
mountain, the rest of the land £ 
densely developed. 
.“ % 
Monument as "Point" 




-Gcvemment buikJirgs 11 
• Others 16 
b. Tfadilion Chinese bui!dtng 
-Tempio 8 
-Ancestral hall 7 
-Others 15 
2. Coastal fcft 3 
3. Lighthouse 3 
-5. Rock craving S 
6 Afchaeotcgy site 5 
Besides. lh«fe are al&o 656 tuit: henta^ being 
graded by iho Office 丨nc'uding some 
coi^struclcrt donaled by p-ivale secor. 
O 爾 © Ded^^ed Monuments 
1993 
Ping Shan Heritage Trail 
I 
1999 
Lung Yeuk Tau Heritage Trail 
2000 
The Western District and 
the Peak Route 
1997 .C 
The Central Route * 
1999 
The Sheung Wan Route 
Monument as "Line" 
Due to rapid development and lack 
of preservation, few monuments are 
survived. 
Heritages locate as points distrubed 
among Hong Kong 
Only several area are able to link up 
monuments as lines to enhance the 
connection. 
.“ % 
Monument as "Plane" 
To remain a complete heritage 
picture, monuments should be 
retained collectively as a plane to 
show the Integrity. 
Such quality of heritage still not well 
established in Hong Kong. 
Disappear of the Streetscape 
1965 Kai Tak Road 
1956 Nga Tsin Wai Road 
Pass - Continuity of the verdarah 
Nga Tsin Wai Road Lung Kong Road Nga Tsin Long Road 
Lung Kong Road Lung Kong Road Prince Edward Road 
Nowadays - Gradually demolished and only fragments are left 
.“ % 
The historical pump room enclosed by the giant lower, 
Built in 1895. Ihe cluster was composed of an engine 
room, a workshop, a chimineystack and the ngineer's 
office. Now only office is left beside the new 
development. 
To keep the complete entrance, a detached fence is�eft seperated with the cluster. 




The Se lec ted Type 
Residential Blocks of Different Period 
According to the form changed in different period, residential blocks can be categorized into Verandah, 
Infill Block and Podium Tower. Streetscape and thus city fabric is also altered by the form change, scale 






1 9 5 0 - 6 0 S 
Ground Floor + MGZZ. Floor + 
3-7 Storey Residential Floors 
without Lift 
Infill Block (tall) 
1970s 
Ground Floor + Mezz. Floor + 
9-10 Storey Residential Floors 
with Lift 
Form Maximum occupancy of space 
with balcany and column 
supporting the projecting plan 
above ground floor 
Maximum occupy of space, the 
mass shape is aligned v/ith I he 
street lot. 
Maximum occupy of space, the 
mass shape is aligned with the 
street lot. 
Orientation Homogenous facade wilh all balcony facing the street in a 
same plane. 
Homogenous fagade with all 
windows facing the street in a 
same plane. 
Homogenous facade wilh all 
windows facing the street in i 
same plane. 
Development Similar blocks occupy several street lots, which create integrity 
in the area. 
Similar blocks occupy several 
street lots, which create integrity 
in the area. 
Variuos from few numbers of a 





above create space 
beneath, shops on 
GIF 




The I projecting 
clential floors 
above create space 
beneath, shops on 
G/F 
Simple Ireatmenl with slruclure 





above create space 
beneath, shops on 
GIF 
Simple treatment with structure 
exposed as a result of fast 
caret fix'.ion. 
.“ % 
Podium of maximum 
occupancy with 
shops on G/F. i 
Limiled Ireatmenl and not 






3 storeys podium +12 - 15 
Storey Residential Floors 
Podium occupy much space of 
the street lot, plus irregular 
shape lower on top. 
Irregular shape tower slill 
follow lo street alignment. 
Variuos from few numbers of a 
street a district as an estate. 
Estate Development 
1990s - Present 
3 storeys podium + 40-60 
Storey Residential Floors 
Podium occupy much space of 
the street lot, plus irregular 
shape lower on top. 
Developed as a district with 
tower not follow to street 
alignment. 
May combine'a'few small street 
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Blocks of the Age 
Residential blocks of the 1950-60s are the coming generation to be extensively demolished; while the traditional 
verandah, although being concerned now, already exist as fragment in city fabric. 
The infill blocks are the product of rapid population growth decade, large amount of flats were required and 
thus the construction time had to be as short as possible. Plus there are several times of major amendment in the 
Building Regulation, therefore this type become unique: 
- Similar blocks occupy several street lots, which create integrity in the area. 
- Homogenous fagade with all windows facing the street in a same plane since max occupy of space. 
- Simple treatment with structure exposed as a result of fast construction. 
- The space beneath the projecting residential floors above crafts a distinctive quality of the streetscape. 
- One staircase holding flats of two street number, thus many entrance along the street. 
- Shops on the ground floor facilitated with a mezzanine floor, space underneath staircase also filled in with a 
mini shop. 
.“ % 
Existing as a District 
Large number of residential 
blocks required at the 
1 9 5 0 - 6 0 S for the increasing 
population and before 
the public housing was 
massively constructed. 
They still commonly exist in 
same of area as a district. 
KLC -Kowloon City 
MK - Mong Kok 
MTW - M a Tau Wai 
SPK -• Sun Po Kwong 
SSP - Sham Shui Po 
SW - Sheung Wan 
TKW - T o Kwa Wan 
TW - Tsuen Wan 
WC •  Wan Choi 
.“ % 
Residential Area around Airport 
After the closing down of 
the Kai Tak Airport, height 
restruction had a great 
change to allow more and 
more skyscraper. 




Height Restriction around the Kai Tak area before and after the Removal of the Airport 
Under the Hong Kong Airport (Control of Obstructions) Ordinance, the whole area of Hong Kong has a 
building height control. Before the Airport was removed to Chap Lap Kok, there was a great restriction 
around the old airport, and as a result, the development was limited. But after the removal, the height 
restriction was released and towers start to appear around. It can be predicted the fabric will have a 
great impact by the rate of development. 
40 
1996 - Just before the Airport removed, the height 
restriction is very low and precise 




Two area of 1950-60s 
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Old District 's Future 
Urban Renewal Principal 
International Building Exhibition (IBA) demonstrated a redevelopment project for Kreuzberg, Berlin during 1979-
85. 12 principles were proposed as guide lines for such kind of project. They are mainly about the concern of the 
tenants, in which came first is "The renewal must be orientated to the needs of the present inhabitants and be 
planned jointly with them. The fabric must be preserved." - International Building Exhibition, Berlin 1987/ 
丨 ! ^ x i v i n g i l i c i l c a w n g d i y i ‘ 
.1. * J V" • • 
j — .、：^’…义雙办：义 *^ 
. • • / . f . . . i 
1 
: i i i ! 
T l ui: 
• J id： 
• t 
i l l U f U I： f - p u J-4 rrjit;： 
IBA - International Building Exhibition, Redevelopment of Kreuzberg, Berlin 
Ed. Nakamura Toshio, International Building Exhibition, Berlin 1987 (Tokyo : E Ando 丫0, 1987), Pg 260-261 
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City 曰ement Reflecting Life 
According to The Image of the City by Kevin Lynch, the content of the city can be classified into 5 elements: 
“paths, edges, districts, nodes and landmarks".; districts are "having two-dimensional extent", “can be recognized 
internally, and occasionally can be used as external reference"^. Also in The Architecture of the City by Aldo Rossi 
discussed about dwelling: "The form in which residential building types are realized, the typological aspect that 
characterizes them, is closely bound up with the urban form, and the house, which materially represents a people's 
life, the precise manifestation of a culture, is modified very slowly."^ 
The selected site is as a district having its own identity and also reflecting the age of the 1950-60s with the culture 
of that specific time. ‘ 
5 Kevin Lynch, The Image of the City (The MIT Press, 1960), Pg 47, 66. 
6 Aldo Rossi, The Architecture of the City, (The MIT Press, 1962), Pg 70. � 
- 2 3 
Growth of the District 
As a district full of life, it is not only to preserve the physical feature but also the It is important to improve living 
condition in the district and thus to maintain the dwelling quality. 
Space is most lacking in the area, two kinds of the space can be crafted: public space is for the residents, the 
people working there and also anyone pass-by; while a semi-public space is shared by the residents only. 
• Public Space - Water Department Site 
It is a potential area that can benefits the district. The new space can be connected with the existing Hoi Sum 
Park to provide more space, and also to link up the area with the main road by bringing people flow through the 
area. 
• Semi-public Space - Roof 
To improve the condition of the roof, new structure can be insert to the back lane as a secondary access. The 
number of illegal possession on the roof does not occupy a great percentage, it is possible to relocate them and 
re-open the roof for the residents. 
.“ % 
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The Selected District 
To Kwa Wan is a district mainly residential, with indus什iai usage also occupies an important proportion. The building 
lots are sitting on the reclamation land while the Dragon Mother Temple was once in the middle of the sea and To 
Kwa Wan Road was at the seaside. After the Second World War, large reclamation was done up to the Hoi Sum 
Park nowadays. 
The selected site is an area of several street lots with the same type of infill blocks. It is even more unique as most of 
them are more than 7 storey high without any lift, they are no more complied with nowadays Building Regulation, 
while it is only legal for the buildings not exceed 6 storeys high. 
Programme around the District 
A 
> > f •tea. > > 
Residential Blocks Dominant the Area 
.“ % 
Infra Structure 
Two set of rectangular grids converging together to form a triangular lot. Rectangular grid is a common fabric in 






Change of Urban Fabric and Streetscape 
The whole area was developed during 1957-63, the period which numerous flats are required; and the building 
heights are mainly of 7 - 10 storey. 
The integrity is broken by the insertion of several podium towers which is built in 1995. 
Old district of unique 
type with an exception 
of 2 1970s buildings and 
2 real estate projects of 
1995. 
• 
p i : . i 丨. 
隊 — ： ： ） 
n 
9 5 7 
9 6 0 
9 7 0 s 
The number of the 
storey are the residential 
floors, together with the 
podium or the shop on 
ground and mezz floor. 
m 






Fabric in Harmony 




Building Height Breakage of Integrity 
by New Development 
.“ % 
G/F 一 Shop Type and Occupancy 
The shops are of full occupancy at the busy side To Kwa Wan Road gradually changed to half empty on quiet sea 
front side. The type of the shop, in the same direction, is changing from residents essentia丨 to mechanical or car 
repairing shop. 
.“ % 
Typical/F 一 Tenant Arrangement 
Lack of the elevator facilitated, the units are arranged in the typical one-stair-two-flats grouping. Although with 
an additional stair at the back side, neighborhood connection was not encouraged by the limited stair space. To 
achieve maximum utilisation, the space underneath staircase is used as shop as well. Besides, the density seems 
quite high as some of the floors are sub-divided into 6 flats in a relative small area. 
ry l> c « l ？k】r、(2 F l « h ) Typ丨CO! Plan (6f>jh} Sho；.:. '.'-J'： 
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Roof 一 Semi-public Space 
Except those roof occupied by illegal structure, the roof is shared by the tenant themselves in the building as their 
laundry place, garden and kids playground. 










Park - Public Space 
While the Ko Shan Road Park at the hill side is not so convenient to access, the Hoi Sum Park at the sea side 
becomes the main public space around the area. Elderly are the major user of such space as a common situation 
in old district, plus the housewives bring their children during the time after school, the Park become a bit crowd 
and noisy. 
Crowd Hoi Sum Park 
.“ % 
District of Future Heritage 

























































Ground Floor 1:2000 
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District Exist as a Whole - Similar Blocks Street Lots nSevern 
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Typical Floor 1:2000 
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Two flats connected by front and back stair 
Single blocks align in the whole street lot 






Type A - Single Attached Blocks 
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Typ/F 1:250 




Four flats connected by central circulation with 
two stairs 
Double blocks align in segment 
.“ % 
Type B - Double Attached Blocks 
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u • 、 Typ/F 1:500 Typ/F 1:500 
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Repeatation of Element to form Unity Structural element exposed as resuti 
of short constructruction time. 




Original Window Detail 
New Generation of Window Frame 
.“ % 
麵 C o n c e p t 
Options 
utilisation of vacant 
shops as lobby 
Connection of 
existing circulation 











Union of Blocks 
h 
I • • 





at back yard 
r r - ' i T l 
Bedroom seperated 
from common space 
at back yard side 




New plug-in utility 
.“ % 








of Street and Backlane 
.“ % 
















To create more space which is lack of in the district and 
also to improve the air flow between the blocks 
.“ % 
Repeatition 
Repeating units to form a 
new streetscape with unity 
at the back yard, space 
.“ % 
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Dialogue between Old and New 
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Type A Alternation 
Double Rows facing each 
other 
4 
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Ground Floor 1:500 
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Double Rows facing each 
other 
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Single Row facing other type 
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Variation of Units 
Various Depth to fit different needs 
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‘ Z I L 
K 
I 
Possiblility of Re-open the Balcony 
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Ground Floor 1:500 
.“ % 
Option 1 
Linkage by internal corridor 
Area increase by combination 
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Typical Floor 1:500 
Type B Alternation 
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Ground Floor 1:500 
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Option 2 
Circulation remain unchange 
as demolition are foreseeable 
due to space improvement 
Area increase by combination 
of small units 
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Ground Floor 1:2000 
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New Layer of Backyard Space 
Typical Floor 1:2000 � 
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Future Evolution 
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Open space introduced by phase to release the dense condition as residents moving out and less housing 
needed in the future 
.“ % 
Append i x 
The Criteria for Selection of Heritage by UNESCO 
To be included on the World Heritage List, sites must be of outstanding universal value and meet at least one out of 
ten section criteria. These criteria are explained in the Operational Guidelines for the Implementation of the World 
Heritage Convention which, besides the text of the Convention, is the main working tool on World Heritage. The 
criteria are regularly revised by the Committee to reflect the evolution of the World Heritage concept itself. 
Until the end of 2004, World Heritage sites were selected on the basis of six cultural and four natural criteria. With 
the adoption of the revised Operational Guidelines for the Implementation of the World Heritage Convention, only 
one set of ten criteria exists. � 
Operational Guidelines 2002 
Operational Guidelines 2005 
Cultural criteria 
j) ii) (iii) iv) (V) 







i. to represent a masterpiece of human creative genius; 
ii. to exhibit an important interchange of human values, over a span of time or within a cultural area 
of the world, on developments in architecture or technology, monumental arts, town-planning or 
landscape design; 
Hi. to bear a unique or at least exceptional testimony to a cultural tradition or to a civilization which is 
living or which has disappeared; 
to be an outstanding example of a type of building, architectural or technological ensemble or 
landscape which illustrates (a) significant stage(s) in human history; 
to be an outstanding example of a traditional human settlement, land-use, or sea-use which is 




when it has become vulnerable under the impact of irreversible change; 
vi. to be directly or tangibly associated with events or living traditions, with ideas, or with beliefs' with 
artistic and literary works of outstanding universal significance. (The Committee considers that this 
criterion should preferably be used in conjunction with other criteria); 
vii. to contain superlative natural phenomena or areas of exceptional natural beauty and aesthetic 
importance; 
viii.to be outstanding examples representing major stages of earth's history, including the record 
of life, significant on-going geological processes in the development of landforms, or significant 
geomorphic or physiographic features; 
ix. to be outstanding examples representing significant on-going ecological and biological processes 
in the evolution and development of terrestrial, fresh water, coastal and marine ecosystems and 
communities of plants and animals; 
X. to contain the most important and significant natural habitats for in-situ conservation of biological 
diversity, including those containing threatened species of outstanding universal value from the 
point of view of science or conservation. 
The protection, management, authenticity and integrity of properties are also important considerations. 




Definition by The Antiquities and Monuments Ordinance 
Under the Ordinance, 
"antiquity"(古物）means: 
(a) a relic; and 
(b) a place, building, site or structure erected, formed or built by human agency before the year 1800 
and the ruins or remains of any such place, building, site or structure, whether or not the same has been 
modified, added to or restored after the year 1799; 
\ 
"monument"(古蹟）means: 
a place, building, site orstructure which is declared to be a monument, historical building or archaeological 
or palaeontologica丨 site or structure under section 3; (Replaced 38 of 1982 s.2) 
“relic"(古代遺物）means: 
(a) a movable object made, shaped, painted, carved, inscribed or otherwise created 
produced or modified by human agency before the year 1800, whether or not it has 
added to or restored after the year 1799; and 
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